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MOSCOW FOR HUGHES (SECRETARY BERGLAND'S PARTY) 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, RO 

SUBJECT: U.S. AGRUCULTURAL MARKET DEVELOPMENT TEAM 
VISIT TO ROMANIA MAY 9-12 


1 . U.S. AGRICULTURAL MARKET DEVELOPMENT TEAM COMPLETED 
ITS VISIT TO ROMANIA. VISIT INCLUDED MEETINGS WITH 
OFFICIALS FROM MINISTRY OF AGRICULTUR AND FOOD INDUSTRY 
AND FOREIGN TRADE ORGANIZATION S(FTOS) AND VISITS TO 
STATE FARMS. 


2. HIGHLIGHT OF VISIT WAS MEETING WITH DEPUTY MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE ION SANCIU. MOST OF MEETING WAS DOMINATED 
BY ROMANIANS MAKING REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE IN SUCH 
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AREAS AS PORK PRODUCTION AND SEED MULTIPLICATION. 
U.S. SIDE ASKED FOR REMAINING STATISTICAL DATA 
PROMOSIED AT RECENT JOINT WORKING GROUP MEETING IN 
WASHINGTON. 


3. FOLLOWING ABSERVATIONS MADE BY TEAM AS RESULT 
OF VISIT: 
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A. PORK PRODUCTION - HOG OPERATIONS EXPANDING 
INDICATING LARGER FUTURE FEED GRAINS AND SOYBEAN MEAL 
NEEDS. OPPORTUNITIES EXIST FOF HEALTH AND FEED 
MILLING TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT. ROMANIANS STRESS 
EXPECTATION OF U.S. FIRMS TO OFFER JOINT VENTURE PRO- 
POSALS TO PRODUCE LARGE NUMBERS OF HOGS FOR CANNED 
HAM EXPORTS TO U.S. FREQUENT REFERENCE WAS MADE TO 

B ERGL AND-CE AU SESCU TALK IN U.S. RE THESE POSSIBILITIES. 
ROMANIANS REQUESTING U.S. INVESTORS TO RPOVIDE BREEDING 
STOCK, PROTEIN FEED COMPONENTS, PROCESSING AND PACKAGING. 
TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT AND MARKETING EXPERTISE. 

B. MILO - THE ROMANIAN FEED MILL TRUST EXPRESSED 
CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN FUTURE USE OF U.S. GRAING 
SORGHUM, BASED ON TEAM MEMBER OBSERVATIONS. TRUST HAS 
USED ARGENTINE SORGHUM WHICH PRESENTED QUALITY PROBLEMS. 
SOME U.S. NO. 2 SORGHUM HAS BEEN USED WITH SATISFACTORY 
RESULTS. DISCUSSION INDLUDED POSSIBILITY OF FY 79 CCC 
CREDIT REQUEST TO INCLUDE MILO. 

C. ANIMAL DEMONSTRATIONS - ROMANIANS' INTEREST 
FOCUSED HEAVILY ON JOINT VENTURE PROPOSAL IN PORK 
PRODUCTION, AND THEY MAY HAVE BACKED OFF IDEA OF 
LARGE-SCALE STATE FARM-COOPERATOR DEMONSTRATION 
PROJECTS. HOWEVER, INTEREST EXPRESSED IN EARLY WEANING 
OF LAMBS IN ORDER TO INCREASE SHEEP MILK PRODUCTION. 

GOOD OPPORTUNITIES FOR SALES OF REPLACERS AND PRE- 
MIXES MAY EVOLVE. ALSO, STRONG INTEREST WAS SHOWN 
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IN MEAT TYPE RAMS FOR CROSSBREEDING AND DAIRY GOATS 
IF ANIMAL HALTH QUESTIONS CAN BE OVERCOME. WHILE A 
DAIRY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM BASED ON HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN 
IS BEING PLANNED, A MAJOR INVESTMENT PROGRAM UNLIKELY 
IN NEXT TWO TO THREE YEARS. IF ACCESS QUESTION 
RESOLVED, A DEMONSTRATION DAIRY UNIT MAY EVENTUATE. 

D. SEED - STRONG INTEREST CONTINUES AT HIGH LEVELS 
IN OVERCOMING BARRIERS TO ASSURE U.S. SEED TRADE THAT 
PARENT MATERIAL PATENTS WILL BE PROTECTED. ASTA 
FOLLOW-UP NEEDED WITH POSSIBLE TEAM GUIDANCE. 

E. COTTON - TEAM UTILIZED INCIDENTAL OPPORTUNITIES 
TO DISCUSS PROSPECTS FOR FURTHER U.S. COTTON PURCHASES. 

FY 79 CCC CREDIT REQUEST POSSIBLE, ALTHOUGH NO FIGURES 
TALKED. FRECKMANN FOLLOW-UP REPORT PROBABLE. 

4. COMMENT. STANCIU DOMINATED MINAG DISCUSSIONS, 

ALTHOUGH LARGE OFFICIAL DELEGATION ATTENDED. 

ROMANIANS FAILED TO PROVIDE SPECIFIC PRODUCTION DATA 
DESPITE EARLIER OFFICIAL COMMITMENTS TO DO SO AND 
REPEATED ASSURANCE THAT DATA ARE FORTHCOMING. MINAG 
TALKS CORDIAL BUT POINTED. ROMAGRIMEX AND AGREXPORT 
TEAM TALKS CONGENIAL AND PRODUCTIVE. END COMMENT. 
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